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PRErACK. 

Karlv   in   tlic   spriiiii  o£   tlie  year   Cliia   Yin    ^   K 
(1914)  the   wi.H'V   was  riding-   his   old  white  liorse  along 
the  south  bank  ol"  the  Yiian  vl  7K  rivei-  north  of  Cliangte 
t;  t'S  I'ity  in   the  jji-ovinee  of   Honan.     The  ground  had 
just  been  liarrowed  for  cotton    jilanting,  and  tlie  farnieis 
had  thrown  the  freshly  ploughed  uj)  potsherds  and  rubble 
to  the  edge  of  the  fields.     A  number   of  potsherds  of  a 
vcrv  early  date  attracted  the  rider's  attention,  and  led 
him  on  from  slierd  to  sherd  to  a  bend  in  the  river  where 
tiie  del)ris  disappeared,  either  washed  away  into  the  river 
through  the   centuries  or   l)uried  in   the  drift   of  sand. 
Along  the  low  sandy  banks  the  willows  were  just  put- 
ting forth  their  first,  tender  leaves  and  a  number  of  half- 
clothed  dirty  cliildren  with  baskets  on  their  arms  were 
stri])ping  the  trees  for  willow  tea   leaves.     At  the  sight 
of  a  foreiunerthey  gathered  about  me  as  I  stood  by  a  well 
examininga  little  pile  of  potsherds.    "  What  aveyon  doing?" 
said  the   leader,  "  Examining   some  broken   potslierds," 
said   I.     "What  for?"   said   he;  •' Because  they  please 
me;  "  I  replied.     "  Do  bones  please  you  ?  "  he  ventured. 
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"  W.ll.  tlKit  .l.iHM.as.-  I  a!,>w.ro.l.  -  Hut  I  can  sliow 
von  ...nil,.' .ira-.M,  l.on,.>  with  .hanu'tcrs  on  tluMU.  I  pon 
\y\urh  1  su.l  li.ar  1  ua^  v.av  nuu'li  intm-tca.  and  ..tf 
^v(.  w.MU  ar.unuitlu'  lu.na  and  -M.  over  a  l.arron.  >an.lv 
Ua^U-  tn  a  littl"  l.oUow  ..„  til.'  W.'st-.TU  slnpo  white  u.th 
n„w.l,.,v.l  ,urtirl,..  <d-  honrs.  Thi^\va>th.'Wast..  ul  \m 
JTitlu.anri.nlrap/alorWrUt^.d'  tl,..  Mn  Kvnastv 
!i2<.J]    lu.t    in    lh<'   .■.■nturir>   WWu-v   Cnsi  i  ct>  and   nnly 

,^„„^,„„.i„„,i„vn-'Nnrti,nr,h.i:iv..,'--:it^]S^Ml:; 

\l,„ut  Hlu.rn  Nrar>  a.,  a  (Im,.^..  arrliaruh-..^  nanu'd 
\VAN(i  wr.,1  into  a  liinrM.  dru-Mor..  in  I'-'ku,,-  to  htiy 
^onic  dra-.n.  honc^  for  n>rdi<-in.-.  A.nonn-  tlu-  rrap.uM.ts 
xva-  a  >.na!l  \'U-^'  «'n  whiM,  wen- m-ravr.l  Muall.  drliratc 


ciiaractcrs.  wh.rh  -oi 
rhai-act.'i-  on  tho  oarln-t  hron/r-  in  ins  rolhrtnm.  Ho 
i,„l„i,,,l,r.lmvnllv  for  mon.  and  a.  to  tin-  diMrirt  Ifon. 
whicii  tlu'V  .'amo.  hut  no  iinmrdialr  inruiauation  was 
[orth.MM.in-  and  ia.  v...nt  awav  with  h.^  tiraMU'O  wra|r<"l 
i„  lii.hoM.ni.  onlv  cxaniinin''  it  in  mmmvI,  He  was  the 
ti,M  discovcnr  of  the  hono  fra^monts  (h.t  h:-"  -w 
Wrouu-    Know,,    a^    thr    (>,:nK"    T.onr^.      .InM     alln'    tl,o 

l>„,N.r  vcar  VI  f-  i^^-  ^^^""'  <  ""'^'^  ^""'  '' '  "• 
(•„„,AM  of  Chin,  (hon  r,.  -VyWW-  ;",d  Wnhsi.-n 
•fi%  in  Slianinn-  mt,,,..!  a  ii,,n>h(.r  of  f,a-ni.a,ts  in 
\V(.il,sicn.  Il  "a-^  thnniul,  the  u-od  (.lliccs  of  tl,CM'  two 
nviitha.n'n  thai  the  mlUvtioM^  wwv  foiaiu'd  in  the  Ihiti^h 
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Mnsoum,  the  Royal  Scottish  Museum,  the  V\e\d  Museum, 
Chica-o,    as    well    as    the    i)rivate    collection    of    L.    C. 
Hoi'iaNS,    Ks(i..   l.S.O.   who   has   written   uuich    on    the 
snhject  in  articles  in  the  lioyal  Asiatic  Journal.     It  was 
thcv  who  intruduco.l  tlie^e  ..Ujccts  to  the  ScientiHc  world, 
r.ut  th?   place   where  they  were  .  xcavated  was  not  then 
k.H.un  to  them.     Indeed.   Mr.  Chalfant  thou-ht  that 
they    either    came     from     Chao     Ko     cli-en--    Wl  IJfC  tS, 
the  famous  city  of  the  notori.ius  Ciiof  IIsin  |,t  5f .  the 
last  of  the  Hmperors  of  Viii,   or   from   the  Tomb  of  1*1 
Kan  JtT  whom  he  nmrdcred  at  the  instigation  of  his 
consort  Jia  to  .see  if  there  were  really  seven  oriHces  in 
the  lieart  of  a  rit^hteous  man.     The  writer,  then,  was  the 
first  forei-e  or  Ciiinese  ar.  haeolooi^t  t.>  visit  the   Waste 
of  Yin  with  a  purely  scientitic   interest  in  these  ohjects. 
Manvasuhscpi.-nt'dav  has  he   stolen   an.ay  on  his  old 
^vi,it'e  hors,.  to  tread  the  ruins   of  this  old  adobe  city. 
Kveu    Lo   <'HKN   YU   r^iS3i.  the  coHector  an.l  publisher 
uftliemo^t    fam.ms   Cimu'se   coHection   Wt^"^*^-   ^vho 
vas  ill  (lian-te  once  or  twice  in  recent  years  lias  only 
once  \  isited  the  site  (d'  this  ancient  capital  (d"  China  :  while 
Lir  Tiiii   YIN-  S'l  ^  3i  made  and  published  his,  the  Hrst 
voUection  GS'J!-*!JlJi,  i"  Sbaimiiai. 

Tiie   writer,   then,  <  an   elaim   to  have  that   intimate 
Knowledge    .d'    these    objects    which    is    impossible    for 
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others.     Manv  spurious  spcciiuoiis  purportii.t:  to   come 
from   this    .^itc  nrc  on   tlie   uiarkct.     Many  of  tlKSC'r.:-.:> 
actual  bones  and  objects  exliuined,  or  nianut'actured  fruni 
exhumed  ])ones  whicli  are  afterwards  skilfully  enuraved 
with  copies  of  other  inscriptions.     These  are  to  be  loimd 
in  abundance  in  (  hanutefu,   and   e\en    in    the    village  of 
Hsiao  T-un    near    the   Waste    of    Yin.     The    fir-t    lar!j,e 
olijects  the  writer  secured  were  all  faUe.      It  was  then  that 
lie  learned  not  to  desjiise  the  little  thini:>.      For  tlu'  little 
pieces   are   practically    all    <d'    tortoix-    shell,   which    was 
\er\   |>recious  in  those  ancient  days  and  reserved  lor  the 
Ww^s   sacrifices,    while  the  larger,  coar>er  aninnd  bones 
were  u-ed  for  divinations  (d'  leN^er  import,  just  as  some 
of  the  aiu'ient  (ireidis  wrote    on   sheep's   »;hoidder-lilades 
Ix'canse  thev  could  not  alford  panhment.      'J'hese  tortoi-e 
shells   were    so   precious   that    the   di\inei'    inscriiied    on 
them   souutimes  as  many  as  one  Jinndred  in(|uiries,  and 
the   characters   written   were   no   laiuer   than   a  urain  of 
rice.      Thi>    sometimes    necessitated    thi'    contraction    of 
the    (haracter-,    and    where    the    Kin-'-    oracle    set    fhi' 
f.a^hion,  the  people  followed.      b.a(  h    divination    re<|nired 
the  cnttini:  ol'  an  oblon^^  iiollow  in  the   underside   id    the 
slidl    and    tiie    production    liy    fire    ni'    two    cradv^,    one 
horizontal    anil    oiu'    perpendicular.      This   .generally    has 
resulted    in    the   tortoise    shells    beinu    broki  n    into    very 
small    IraLimiMits.      It    is,    therefore,    not    the   size  of  the 
frasiments  tiial  is  important,  but  the  character-  on  them, 
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and  these  tl.e  writer  claims  to  have  selected  with  the 
greatest  care,  having  regard  to  new  characters  and  com- 
plete sentences.     Had  the  autlior  so  wi.hed  he  might  have 
made  his  first  volume  ten  times  as  large.     Perhaps  some 
dav   he    will    puhlish    another    volume    of    phites.     Tor 
there    still    lies    in    hi>    chests    his    first    collection    of 
fragments.     Tlie  drawin;-  were  made  as  the  pieces  were 
secured    and  in  his  i-norance  some  were  drawn  upside 
down  and  some  sidewavs,  while  scratches  not  helongmg 
to    the    characters   were  also  reproduced.     As   gradual 
increase  in  accra.'V  came,  disgust  with  former  hlunders 
caused   him  after  a   vear  and  a  half  to  place  the  whole 
collection  in  his  chests  and  hegin  anew,  with  the  result 
that   after   three   entire  correcti.ms   of    the   manuscript 
and    inanv    corrections    of    the    proof     from    a    fresh 
comparis-in    with    the   ohjccts    themselves,   the    present 
volume  is  presented  to  the  puldic 

It  is  the  first  part  of  tm  extended  wcnk  on  the  dawn 
of  historv  and  the  develol.'^n'ut  of  civili/.ati.m  in  China. 
Prc/iisforir    China    has    l.een    chosen     as    the    title    ot 
the    series    nntwithstanding    the     fact     that     the     first 
volume  concern>  itself  with   written   chanu  ters.     Ihese 
records  are  the  earliest  aivhaeolo^i.al  remains  of  (  hma, 
and  thev  throw  s.uh  a  frc-^h  li^ht  into  the  dim  origins  of 
Chinese    religion    and    .ultnie    that     tlu'    author     feels 
compelled   in  the   interests  of    Sinologv    to   place   these 
plates  l)efore  the   public    hefcn-e   he   ha.    heen    ahle    to 
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complete  tlie  wliole  of  his  design.  Sliould  tlie  contingen- 
cies of  war  render  that  cumi'letion  impu^siljle,  tlie  basal 
material  from  which  to  work  will  at  least  be  in  the  hands 

of  scholars. 

The  derivation  of    the    mysteri:ms    characters    of 
the  written  language   has  long  exercised    the  ingenuity 
of  sinolt.gues,  but  until   the  discovery    of    these  bones, 
satisfactory    evidence     failed     the     investigators,     who 
were     soon      in     wandering    mazes   lo>t.      The    author 
believes  tliat  his   researches    \n  ill  place  the  subiect  on  a 
sure  foundation,  besides  adding  uuu'h  to  ..ur  knowledge 
of   Prehistoric    Man   in   China.       This    volume  contains 
accurate  reproductions  ,d'   inscriptions   on  L'.itl'.t  selected 
fragments    of    tortoise  shell    and     animal  bones.     This 
selection  was  carefullv    made    IVom  a  total  collection  of 
nearly   tiftv   thousand,  and   is   tlie    tirst    comprehensive 
publication  uf  facsimiles  (d'  these  inM'riptioiis. 

The  second  volume  which   is  to  follow  will  contain 
a  dictionary   of   the  characters  appearing   in   the  plates. 
The  lifebi>torv  of  ea.h  character  through  the  11%  e  most 
distinct  forms  of  it   uill  b..   >hown,   %Nith    excerpts  from 
actual  inscription,  in  each   case.      The  live  forms  are  i  1 ) 
the  tort..i^e  -^hell  l-rm  i2W'5C  a^engiaved  on  llii>  collec- 
tion   of   Oracle    Hoiie>   .d'   the    Shan-    iHnaMN    il'ii  i£)l  U.c. 
i;  (jC,  1  IL'L'.     (-)  r.ron/.'  rorm>  Vr'!^i\'X  -^^  engraxed  on  the 
bron/.e  bell>  and  tripnd.  of  the  (  hou   Pyna-stv,  M)  Wl  i'-^'- 
lli2-l'j.">.     Tlie>e   forms  dilVcr   from    the   above,  jiartly 
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herau^o  of  the  .lifTcronro  of  materials  and  inii)lomcnt.s 
used  and  partly  from  a  eonventionaliziiit;-  of  the  cha-aeter. 
Thev  iiulude  Ku  W.n,  ^'i  ^  «'i'  ancient  forms,  the 
(.'reater  Seal  "A  ^'<  aiul  ^neli  Lesser  Seal  *].  ^  characters 
appearin-  on  hronzes  of  the  Chon  Dvnast.v  JS]  $/]  as 
indicate  a  less  devehiped  form  than  appear  in  the  Shno 
Wen  Dictionary  jft-^^'/*.  '  'I'lv  ehara.ters  taken  from 
actual  rul)l)in-s  will  l)e  included. 

( :\ )  The  Lesser  Seal  Lorm  />  %^i  as  given  in  the  Sluio 
W.'n  Dictionary.  These  (diaracters  assumed  their  form 
durinu  the  Ch'in  Dynasty,  ^  ftl]  l':.5-:.'l!t;  ivc 

(1)  Karlv  r,rush  Form- (U-  Li  Wm  t^^C,  sometimes 
sp.dien  of  as  xhv  ( )i»icial  S.ript.  This  will  he  .Irawn 
where  possihle  from  inscriptions  on  ^Ljnuments  of  the 
Han  Dvnastv  i^i/Jl  I'ltti  B.C.— 2l'u  a.p. 

(,-,)  I'reM'iit  form  a>  ,uivcn  in  K.XNdisi's  Dictionary 
IR  RJt '/- i^V.  Where  the  introduction  of  I'.uddhism  has 
hce'n  resp(,nsil)le  for  the  alteration  either  .d'  the  form  or 
ccnnmon  uu^aidn-  of  the  ].resent  characters  this  will  he 
note.l  In-  excerpt,  from  linddhi  -t  mommients  of  the  Six 
Dvnastv  >'^f;j  period,  hut  otherwise  the  va-aries  of 
H,uunu  and  form  introduced  at  this  time  will  not  he 
UM.tioned.  It  i-  to  he  noted  that  the  three  main 
developments  in  the  character-  o-  ur  throuj,  a  complete 
,l,anL:e  in  writing;  n.aterials.  First  the  instrunuM.t  was 
a  kniie  and  the  material  wriilcu  upon  was  tortoise  shell. 
Then  came  the  chi-el    and  hron/.e   ^essels,  and   later  the 
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